CLUB RUNS cont.

was packing in that
we basically stayed
together but for
many it was a case
of dropping back on
the hills and making
up the ground on the
downhills. The final
steep uphill to High
Road was almost the
final straw, then
came the struggle to
get home where one
could at last
collapse, useless for
the rest of the day.
Murray Stevens well
knows the feeling.
So much for the easy
run following
raceday! The humour in the early stages when one could
still talk made it partially worthwhile. Weatherley, noted
for his at times ascerbic wit, when told one time he was
a "has-been" retorted that it was better to be a has-been
than a “never-was". Even the recipient laughed.

Over the years there have been many Calliope harriers
with excellent attendance records. The first member to
be formally recognized was club captain A E Clayton on
July 28 1934. He was presented with a whistle,
complete with club colours, in recognition of his
hundredth run in Auckland. This had occurred the
previous Saturday when he had taken part in the harrier
teams championship at Avondale. Clayton was one of
Calliope's foundation members, having taken part in the
first club run in June 1930. Since then he had missed
only one run, and as Calliope was the oldest extant
harrier club in Auckland, it was highly likely he was the
first man to complete one hundred harrier runs in
Auckland.

No run has ever or will ever be cancelled on account of
the weather.

This stern edict made early in Calliope's history has
always been strictly enforced. Not to do so would be
unthinkable. Atrocious conditions were, and never will
be an excuse. In July 1968 a torrential downpour had
caused the cancellation of all other codes. Soaking and
bedraggled Calliope runners turned out in large numbers
to contest the cross country Ambler Shield, won by Frank
Smedley with Kevin Harvey taking fastest time.

From the start Calliope Harrier Club joined often with
other clubs for friendly runs. By 1931 Technical Old Boys
Harrier Club had been established and in May a
combined run was held. A further combined run was
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Combined run from Zion Hill - Calliope and Technical Old Boys, May 2, 1931. From left: J. Osmond (kneeling),
A.Clayton (arms folded), A.Gilfillan (above), B.McCombie (arms folded), J. Silvester (above), S Andrews (sixth from
right, Mayoress and Mayor (fourth and second from right), ETaylor (behind), W.E. Patterson (right).

held the same month, with Technical Old Boys and the
newly formed Achilles Club (soon to be renamed
University Club) joining forces with Calliope at
Birkenhead. It was noted that on the run Calliope's J
Wengdal showed “the easy unhurried style that is
essential for success in this sport”. It was also noted that
the University runners "were very inexperienced at this
class of work”. The course covered much broken country.
In August Calliope visited YMCA Ramblers and took the
first five places in a road race, A Rowland winning by
covering the two and three quarter miles in 14m 40s.
Papatoetoe, Lynndale, Presbyterian, Wesley, Western
Suburbs, Air Force — all these clubs participated in the
1930s and 1940s in enjoyable runs both at Birkenhead
and on the other clubs’ home territories. The runs with
Western Suburbs laid the foundation of co-operation
and goodwill that led to the inauguration of the “Round-
the-Harbour” Relay in 1951.

Calliope of course has had its reqular contest with
Hamilton down the years. While invitation pack runs no
longer take place (possibly they should restart), races
against other North Shore clubs have occurred often,
usually from very early in each of the other clubs’
histories. Some examples follow. In 1969 Calliope was
host to Takapuna and then vice-versa. Around that time
and into the seventies Calliope and Takapuna combined
on an annual basis for the Takapuna Steeplechase on
Milford Beach. In 1971, Kiwi Harriers also ran. That year
the race was four circuits of Milford Beach, with two
water jumps each lap, a total distance of five and a
quarter miles. Greg Bassett had the distinction of
winning the event three years in a row. In 1972 Calliope
and Takapuna Clubs took part in a six man 26 mile relay






